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Learning Targets  
I will discover practical ways to help my 
students learn faster and achieve more 
through their use of the SmartMusic 
software.   

I will learn ways to help my students use 
the descriptive feedback available in 
SmartMusic.   

I will see how to implement SmartMusic 
as a practice tool rather than just an 
assessment tool.
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Where are you?
A.  I’m a beginner.  I only know a little about 
SmartMusic. 

B.  I’ve used SmartMusic on a small scale and 
want to learn how to use it more effectively 
with my students.  

c.  I use SmartMusic regularly with my 
students, but I’m looking for new ideas. 

D.  I’m a “power user.”  In fact, I could be doing 
my own SmartMusic presentation!
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Assessment tool or 
practice tool? 

SmartMusic is BOTH! 

Many teachers use SmartMusic “as 
advertised” (For Assessment) 

by shifting focus from Assessment  
to Feedback, students benefit!
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Yes, Assessment Data 
is helpful, but. . .

When students recover from failure 
AND receive descriptive feedback, 
their learning makes the greatest 
gains!
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What is Descriptive 
Feedback?

Specific information that 
helps the learner to 
understand what he or she 
needs to do in order to 
improve.  
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Descriptive Feedback 
Accurate 

Meaningful 

Direct 

Immediate 

On-going
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Step 1:  Teach students to  
analyze feedback

What does the feedback provided by 
SmartMusic mean to my students as 
they learn their music? 

Help students understand what they 
are seeing on the screen and how to 
use the tools available in SmartMusic 
to aid in their practice.
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How Does SmartMusic Provide 
Descriptive Feedback?

red & green 
notes
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How Does SmartMusic Provide 
Descriptive Feedback?

Type 
personalized 

comments 
for student 
assignments.  
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Every “Take” is recorded.  Teach your 
students to listen to their own 
recordings and self-assess! 

You can even have them do a written 
reflection where they analyze their 
own recordings.  

How Does SmartMusic Provide 
Descriptive Feedback?
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Step 2: Help students 
establish good practice 
habits

teach students HOW to practice through 
use of the built in practice tools 
accompanied by creative use of assignments
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The three Power 
Practice strategies

Slow it down 

Chunk it  

Repeat it 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Slow it down

14

Chunk it/ Repeat It 

location tool & Loop Tool
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Chunk it/ Repeat It 
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Step 3:  Teach students how to 
approach SmartMusic assignments 
(Avoid the “play it over and over” approach!)

Play the excerpt  

Analyze the Feedback 

Self-Evaluate 

Devise and Carry Out a Plan for Practice 

Play Excerpt Again 
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Step 4:  Create Assignments that 
facilitate productive practice

The “Slow It Down” assignment

The “Increase the Tempo Gradually”  
assignment
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Assignments that facilitate 
productive practice

The “Break it Down Into Smaller Parts” 
assignment 

Pre-Defined Assignments
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Assignments that facilitate 
productive practice

The “Master the Notes and Rhythms” 
assignment 
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Assignments that facilitate 
productive practice

The “Individualized” assignment 

The “Remediation” assignment 

The “Enrichment” Assignment
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Check for understanding with a 
response assignment
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Or. . .  Use the Response Assignment  
as a way to “Flip” your classroom!
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STUDENT BUY-IN
Students will 
buy in to using 
SmartMusic 
when they see 
the benefit to 
their own 
playing!
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Share your ideas!
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More resources!
SmartMusic Blog  http://www.smartmusic.com/blog/ 

“Teaching With SmartMusic” group on facebook   
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
teachingwithsmartmusic/ 

SmartMusic Channel on YouTube  
https://www.youtube.com/user/SmartMusicSoftware 

Talk to directors who use SmartMusic!  Most are 
very willing to share ideas and help others get 
started.  
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SmartMusic can help your students 
reach their musical goals... 

And Yours!
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Questions?   
Contact Me @ 

  
Wendy Higdon 

whigdon@ccs.k12.in.us
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